Mason'’s setting seizes on the adventurousness of the imagery--the
elaborate weaving of the spider's web and the very creative act itself,
the spider "launch'd forth filament, filament, filament, out of itself!"

All three fundamental elements of musical composition are literally at
work and play here: melody, harmony, and rhythm "launch forth" and
“explore the vast surrounding” in a form that combines scherzo-like
energy with rondo-inspired, refrain-style choruses.

It’s an inspired setting of a great poem, and one the Chorale has
thoroughly enjoyed putting together. Part of that enjoyment comes
directly from the fact that the piece is literally "worth the effort.” That is
to say, the piece is difficult, and that makes a successful performance of
it rewarding for both the performers and the listeners.
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